
BTA of NYS News and Notes

April  2021

Onward and Forward 2021!!
Business Teachers Association of New York State

Dear BTANYS members - Onward and Forward!!

News of the month…SPRING HAS SPRUNG!!!  June is coming!
To all (from NYSED):  Please see below the memo from our department related to exemptions from Diploma
Requirements and the FAQ document on the exemptions. This provides guidance on procedures regarding technical
assessments as well as CDOS requirements for this year.  For questions related to CTE, please reach out to our office at
emsccte@nysed.gov.  For questions not related to CTE and pertaining to either memo, please contact our graduation
requirements mailbox at emscgradreq@nysed.gov.

● Memo: Exemptions from Diploma Requirements and Cancellation of the August 2021
Administration of the New York State (NYS) High School Regents Examination Program in
Response to the Ongoing Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic - March 19, 2021

● Frequently Asked Questions Related to the June 2021 and August 2021 Exemptions from
Diploma Requirements - March 19, 2021

Any questions regarding the NYS CTE TAC can be sent to ctetac@spnet.us.
ONWARD AND FORWARD!!
Tracy Farrell and the Executive Board of BTANYS

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/memo-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/memo-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/memo-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/faq-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/faq-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf


Resources for YOU:

Updates from NYSED Business Liaison Michael LaMastra
● The Board of Regents have waived technical assessments for students in NYSED-approved programs for this

school year.   Please see the press release from our department and the corresponding board item (page 33) for
full details.

● The Board has also waived for this school year any requirements for the CDOS credential that were unable to
be met due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  Please refer to the press release linked above and the linked
board item (page 35) for full details.  To exit students with the credential (which may be used as a +1 for the
4+1 CDOS pathway to a Regents Diploma), the district must otherwise determine that the student has
otherwise demonstrated knowledge and skills relating to the commencement level career development
occupational studies learning standards.

● There is a great summer opportunity for rising seniors in the Southern Tier (read web link for exact counties)
in the area of entrepreneurship.  The Appalachian Entrepreneurship Academy will be accepting a new cohort
of students this summer.  The deadline to sign up is April 2.  More information can be found here.

● Mercy College is also running a summer business program for students.  More information can be found here.

Coalition Announcement sharing also:
As you have probably heard, all August 2021 Regents exams are cancelled.  All but four June 2021 Regents exams are
also cancelled for now and the New York State Education Department (NYSED) is still hoping for Federal approval to
cancel ALL June 2021 Regents. On Monday, the Board of Regents also approved exemptions to graduation
requirements for students planning to take any Regents exam in 2021.

● Here is the NYSED press release.
● Here is a NYSED memo with the actual regulatory language, approved by the Board of Regents on Monday.
● Attached are is a memo and FAQ from NYSED out today with more information about the exemptions.

In short, the new emergency regulations mean that regardless of whether they sit for exams offered in June, many
young people are eligible for COVID-19 exemptions to graduation requirements.  This means students can graduate
this year or in future years without the Regents exam in that subject area if ANY of the following applies:

1. They are taking a Regents course this school year and earn all of the credits in the sequence by the end of
summer school 2021; OR

2. During any previous school year, they finished a Regents course sequence AND notify their current/previous
school that they intend to take the corresponding June 2021 or August 2021 exam and want the exemption; OR

3. Are a 7th or 8th grader and pass a Regents course sequence in 2019-20 or 2020-21.

Questions???

mailto:Michael.LaMastra@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2021/board-regents-acts-emergency-regulation-revisions-2021-diploma-requirements
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/321bra5_0.pdf
https://www.arc.gov/appalachian-entrepreneurship-academy/
https://www.mercy.edu/academics/school-business/business-leadership-academy
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/2021/regents-exam-schedule-june-2021.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2021/board-regents-acts-emergency-regulation-revisions-2021-diploma-requirements
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/321bra5_0.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/memo-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/faq-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf


REMINDER:  CTE TAC is BACK!!!
The new New York State Career and Technical Education Technical
Assistance Center (NYS CTE TAC) contract is in place and the
resumption of services has begun. The NYS CTE TAC delivers a
number of services to the New York State Education Department
(NYSED) and CTE providers across the state, including technical
assistance and support to secondary and postsecondary CTE
providers, professional development for teachers and leaders, and a
dedicated website providing resources for CTE professionals.
These services are delivered under a five-year contract issued by
NYSED.

Any questions regarding the NYS CTE TAC can be sent to
ctetac@spnet.us.

CTE Learn:
Sharing this customized video message that was created specifically to communicate with New
York State CTE professionals on CTE Learn. Please check it out https://youtu.be/F2rP161kHKc. I
would also like to thank Dick Jones for all of his work that he has done with CTE Learn.

NYSED CTE Guide/Resource:
We would like to remind all of the efforts of the Career and Technical Education Center for creating
The Guide for CTE Administrators and Counselors. This fantastic resource covers the unique
challenges and demands of a CTE program that our school leaders need to know. Share it!
Download here.

Are you on the Listserve?
Join the CTEBiz listserv for updated information about business education throughout the state
provided by Michael LaMastra, our Business and Marketing Associate at NYSED.

Looking to be involved?
If you reside in the Northern Region,  Hudson Valley, or Southern Tier Regions, and would like to
join our board, we have a place for you!  Please forward inquiries to president@btanys.org.

https://nyctecenter.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FF2rP161kHKc&data=04%7C01%7Cmconnet%40acteonline.org%7C0175951469504f2ee89808d8be2046cd%7Caa073e65c80e4bc7964cb85c6efc1992%7C0%7C0%7C637468394269223638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=gzsnwwZNrHzlIHqoyMRU7xk8mfPcPPNNrHIy4qXq1cw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/policy/docs/Guide%20for%20Career%20and%20Technical%20Education%20Administrators%20and%20School%20Counselors_June%202020_508.pdf
https://listserv.nysed.gov/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=CTEBIZ&A=1
mailto:president@btanys.org


Calendar of Events:
April 14, 2021 - 4-5PM on Business Economics.  A great opportunity to learn more about economics and
how to incorporate economics in your business program. This webinar is free for BTANYS members and
$25 for non-members.  You can sign up at this link.

May 17, 2021 - 4-5PM - Watch for our registration for our webinar related to “Middle Level Business
Education/CTE.”  Share with administrative leaders to learn about flexibilities in middle school programming.
More to come...

June 2021 - REVIEW past webinars on the BTA NYS website if you were unable to attend our past year’s
sessions each month  Sept/CTE Learn; Oct/Google; Nov/Accounting; Dec/Comp Sci; Jan/DECA/FBLA;
Feb/NYSED updates; March/BMHS

August 2021 - BTA NYS Executive Board meeting - join now you can be a board member - open positions
in areas of Northern Region, Southern Tier, Hudson Valley Region.

Watch for information for a possible summer session!!

More to come….

.

NOT A MEMBER - JOIN NOW: Become a member of BTANYS

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

https://www.btanys.org/
Business Teachers’ Association of New York State

April 2021

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mBGThSsDYyMWlyCcxG4-QEO2Avg7cIrVaIKSFBHFRAM/alreadyresponded?gxids=7628&edit_requested=true
https://www.btanys.org/join.php
https://www.btanys.org/

